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Partnership to improve
longleaf pine conservation
loblolly and slash pines
have been planted in
Chesterfield County on
soils that are better suited
for growing longleaf.
Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge
manager Lyne Askins fully
supports the partnership.
“Our focus area probably
has 100,000 privately
owned acres that are suitable to plant longleaf. By
working together we can
apply for bigger grants and
reach our landowners to educate them on the benefits
of longleaf,” Askins said.
Charles Babb, Chesterfield County NRCS District
Conservationist, thinks the
partnership efforts will bolster longleaf acres.
“There are a lot of
landowners interested in
developing and managing
an entire longleaf ecosystem. Even though our
agency has written costshare contracts totaling
nearly $1 million in
Chesterfield County, that
only encompasses roughly
4,000 acres. We have a long
way to go,” Babb said.
The partnership supports a
larger effort known as America’s Longleaf Restoration
Initiative, whose goal is to
restore the longleaf pine
ecosystem across its historic
Southeast range.

SUSAN GRIGGS
Staff Reporter
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Ruby donates to Hospice
The town of Ruby presented Hospice of Chesterfield County a
check in the amount of $1,008 from proceeds of the town’s annual
July 4th Celebration.

Miles receives 40-year
Merle Norman pin
Region Reports
Local studio owner Darlene
Miles of Pageland was
brought to the stage to be presented with a jeweled 40-year
pin at the 80th annual Merle
Norman Cosmetics Convention held at J.W. Marriott LA
Live in Los Angeles, Calif.
“Receiving a service pin
from the Nethercutt family is
a very proud moment for a
Merle Norman studio owner,
especially at the 80th Anniversary Convention. Merle
Norman created opportunities
for women when there
weren’t any outside the
home. It’s a very special
beauty company that’s still
going strong with its American-made products. I’m so
proud to be part of this business and offer its products
and services to our wonderful
community,” Miles said.
Miles has been serving the
local community since 1971.
Gwen’s Salon of Beauty Inc.
and Merle Norman Cosmetic

A partnership encompassing federal, state, nongovernmental organizations
and private landowners has
been developed to improve
the conservation of the longleaf pine in Chesterfield
and Darlington counties.
The Sandhills Longleaf
Pine Conservation Partnership promotes conservation
of the longleaf pine ecosystem, which has declined by
97 percent over two centuries. The Southeastern
United States used to have
over 90 million acres of
longleaf pine habitat, but
today, fewer than 3 million
scattered acres remain.
Representation
from
USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service,
S.C. Forestry Commission,
S.C. Department of Natural
Resources, Pee Dee Land
Trust and S.C. State Park
Service will enable the
partnership to pursue
grants to help landowners
plant new longleaf pine
stands or enhance existing
ones.
Unlike other pine species,
longleaf pine is well suited
to the dry, sandy conditions
which dominate the focus
area. Thousands of acres of
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Adams receives Award of Merit
WCRE’s George Adams won the 2011 Award of Merit for Commercial Production from the South Carolina Broadcasters Association at the group’s annual STAR awards Aug. 13 in
Columbia. The winning entry was for a Chesterfield General
Hospital commercial promoting the new 3-D/4-D ultrasound
machine at Palmetto OB/GYN. The Star Awards recognize the
most outstanding radio and television work in various categories. Pictured above are Adams and his wife, Debbie. The
award-winning Adams will return to his hosting duties as The
Saturday Morning Quarterback to kick off the 2011 football season Saturday at 9 a.m. on MyFM 93.9 and 1420 WCRE. To listen online, log on at www.pdbsn.com and click the SMQB logo.

SUTTON

Continued from Front
The report states Monroe
police were notified a chase
was in progress and they deployed stop sticks at the intersection of highways 601
and 74. Sutton reportedly
drove through a median to
avoid striking the sticks, and
continued west on Highway
74, running two stoplights
before coming to a stop at

the emergency room entrance of Carolinas Medical
Center – Union.
The report states Sutton
was tazed by authorities
after exiting his vehicle at
the hospital. He was then
transported to the Union
County jail on charges of
speeding to elude arrest and
reckless driving to endanger.

Contributed

Pictured above, left, Darlene
Miles, owner of Gwen’s
Salon of Beauty Inc. and
Merle Norman Cosmetic
Studio accpets a 40-year pin
at a conference in California.

Studio offer the full range of
Merle Norman cosmetics
and skin care plus a selection
of services and complimentary makeovers and express
facials. Located at 202 S.
Pine St. in Pageland, the
salon is opened Monday
through Saturday.

Dianne Driggers/Staff Photographer

Betsy’s Boutique opens in Cheraw
The Cheraw Chamber of Commerce hosted a grand opening and
ribbon cutting for Betsy’s Boutique last Thursday. The store is
owned by Betsy Hancock and located at 143 Market St. in downtown Cheraw. Pictured above from left are Cheraw Chamber
Chair Kappie Griggs, Sam Hancock, Betsy Hancock and Cheraw
Chamber President Patsy Hendley.

hosted by George Adams on
MyFM 93.9 and 1420 WCRE and online at
www.myfm939.com & www.pdbsn.com

2011 Season starts
Saturday Aug. 20th!
Join George and the Coaches every
Saturday morning at 9:00 locally on MyFM
93.9 and 1420 WCRE and worldwide at
www.myfm939.com & www.pdbsn.com for
all the action!

“The longest running local
high school football program in the state!”

WATER

Continued from Front
would require certain facilities to be constructed to
allow the town to stand
alone. It would also require
the town’s meeting DHEC
requirements and obtaining a
DHEC construction permit.
A study presented to
DHEC at the beginning of
the year showed that if the
town operated its own system, customers’ rates would
increase 30 to 40 percent.
“In summary, we regret if
we provided any mixed signals to the town,” the letter
states. “We are concerned the
town is pursuing a different
contract operator because the
town does not yet have the capability to be independent of

This is a suitable arrangement, and many other towns
have contract operators.
DHEC is not requiring or encouraging the town to pursue
a different operator or to propose operation by the town’s
own employees,” the letter
states.
DeBessonet
added
DHEC’s concern is that if
the town were to replace Alligator as operator, it could
lead to Alligator’s refusing to
provide water to the town’s
system. He added the town
could pursue being an independent system without reliance on Alligator’s water
supply and Alligator as an
operator; however, that

Alligator’s source of water.”
According to Alligator
Rural Water General Manager Glenn Odom, the town
of McBee has been a customer of Alligator since
1999 when DHEC recommended the town forgo operating its own system because
it had failed its previous 12
sanitary survey inspections.
“We’ve provided a good
service to the town for 12
years, and DHEC acknowledge that,” Odom said.
“DHEC has stated it’s happy
with the service we provide
and would like for us to continue.”
Odom said Alligator and
the town are also tied in a 40-

year contract involving a
U.S. Department of Rural
Development loan that
would have to be signed off
on before the town could
move forward with operating
its own system.
Campolong said he understood the obstacles and
DHEC’s concern, but the
town still plans to move forward.
“We understand it will be
a gradual transition to the
town of McBee both owning
and operating its water system. And we will follow all
guidelines issued by DHEC
to ensure clean potable water
to everyone in McBee,”
Campolong said.
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