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WINNERS

Continued from 9A
ate Members who helped
make this contest possible;
Lynches Rivers Electric Coop, Gemini Services LLC,
First Palmetto Bank of
Pageland, Mr. and Mrs. Ray
Lear, Long Meadow Farm,
Joel Mills, B & M Auto
Parts, Spencer Law Firm,
Dwight Johnson, Circle S
Ranch and Susan Griggs
Photography.
The SWCD thanks all of
the participants for their

hard work and dedication,
all of the teachers, and a special thank you goes to Margaret Dotson and Mary
Davis for judging the entries
this year.
For more information
about the SWCD contest, or
if you wish to enlist your
school in the contest next
year, visit www.chesterfieldswcd.com or call(843)
623-2187, ext. 3. All schools
are welcome.
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GARDEN
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Leighton Bell/Editor

Wannamaker Drug now offering medical scrubs
Officials from the town of Cheraw and Greater Cheraw Chamber of Commerce joined Wannamaker Drug, located at 156 Market St. in
Cheraw, for a ribbon cutting last Wednesday in celebration of Wannamaker’s expansion that will include the sale of medical uniforms. A 20
percent discount is being offered on all Cherokee and Dickies merchandise through Sept. 28 as part of the celebration. The care community
also may enter drawings for free Cherokee and Dickies scrubs. The drawing will take place Sept. 28, and winners need not be present to win.
Wannamaker Drug is open from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, 8:30 p.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday and closed on Sunday.

ALLIANCE

Continued from Front
“There’s an agreement
among those on the board that
if politics ever comes into
play, we’ll pull out, along
with our (respective business’) money,” said Hancock,
who is president of American
Stainless in Cheraw.
Hancock said he feels
workforce development is becoming a strength of Chesterfield County, especially due to
the strong community presence of Northeastern Technical College, which has
provided training for many
local businesses and industry.
The college has campuses on
both ends of Chesterfield
County, one in Pageland and
one in Cheraw, as well as operating facilities in Dillon and
Marlboro counties.
Hancock identified infrastructure as still a major concern for Chesterfield County,
specifically
mentioning
wastewater issues in Pageland, the lack of natural gas at
a speculative building located
at the Carolinas Centre Industrial Park between Cheraw
and Chesterfield, and the need
for road improvements along
S.C. Highway 9 and U.S.
highways 1 and 52.
Hancock said Pageland’s
lack of sewer capacity is the
largest concern for the county
at this point, as the western
end is the gateway to attracting business from Charlotte,
N.C.
Hancock said a study completed eight years ago suggested routing wastewater
from Pageland to the town of
Cheraw, which has excess
sewer capacity. Pageland
Town Council has since decided it's in the town’s best interest to partner with Alligator
Rural Water and Sewer Co. in
McBee, which is in the
process of acquiring funds for
a new wastewater treatment
facility.
Hancock said the Chesterfield County Economic Development Alliance hopes to
work with the town of Pageland to fund an independent
study to get the wastewater
issue resolved as soon as possible.
“Pageland is vital to the
growth of Cheraw,” Hancock
said. “I believe if we can get
industries locating in Pageland that are working with the
ones in Cheraw, then you’re
going to see Highway 9 be
widened.”
While the Alliance is working toward improving workforce and infrastructure to
recruit new businesses,
Chesterfield County Economic Development Director
Brenda Workman points out
gains are still being made at
existing industries.
Expansions have been
made at companies in Pageland, McBee and Cheraw,

with other announcements yet
to be made, according to
Workman. At this month’s
Chesterfield County Council
meeting, two fee-in-lieu of tax
agreements were approved
that are intended as incentives
for two separate economic development projects.
Following Hancock’s presentation, Cheraw Mayor
Andy Ingram questioned the
likelihood of the Chesterfield
County Economic Development Board being dissolved.
The board is a nine-member
committee appointed by
Chesterfield County Council
members to focus on economic development projects.
Hancock said the board and
alliance do not conflict with

each other in any way, nor
does he feel there is a duplication of work being done.
The role of the board was described as being that of a liaison between Chesterfield
County Council and the
Chesterfield County Economic Development Alliance,
with the future of the board
being left up to Chesterfield
County Council.
Other questions raised at
the conclusion of the meeting
were about work being done
at the former Cheraw Walmart shopping center on S.C.
Highway 9, as well as questions raised about the replacement of the Pee Dee River
Bridges.
Ingram said he contacted

Congressman Tom Rice’s office about the bridges several
weeks ago and was told the
projects, which were once
near the top of a stimulus
package plan, had now been
moved close to the bottom of
the list.
Ingram said owners of the
former Walmart property are
very tight-lipped about the
work being done there, but he
has been told there is a deed
restriction of a non-compete
clause that is delaying any potential businesses from locating there at the moment.
Crews have been working on
the building and in the parking lot, however, giving an
appearance a business will be
using the facility in the future.

Griggs praised local businesses that stepped up to help
with the garden by donating
materials. Businesses involved with the project include Bethune Pottery,
Chesterfield Building Supply, Latham’s Nursery (Monroe, N.C.), Oldcastle Lawn
and Garden, Palmetto Brick
Company and Turf Connections. Many Chesterfield
County residents helped with
the garden as well, donating
labor, plants and materials.
CMCH Adams Campus
Director Vernelle Swinton

has been overwhelmed with
appreciation for the prayer
garden.
“It has been a huge blessing to be able to see this project come together and
completed,”
commented
Swinton. “This is just God’s
way of showing us to be patient, and He will provide for
us.”
The SWCD plans to continue the quest to educate
children on the environment
by applying for more grants
to fund projects such as this
one.

On Stage Play Canceled
The On Stage Theatre Group’s presentation of “$38,000
For A Friendly Face” scheduled for Sept. 26-29 has been
cancelled due to a death.
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